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Winton’s Waltzing Matilda Centre secures $8 million in Federal Government 
funding to rebuild 

 
 
Today the Federal Government announced it will invest $8 million towards rebuilding the 
iconic Waltzing Matilda Centre in Western Queensland.  
 
Minister for Regional Development Fiona Nash said the project in the Maranoa electorate 
will be funded under Round Three of the National Stronger Regions Fund. 
 
“I aim to help build the kinds of communities our children and grandchildren either want to 
stay in or come back to, and quality local infrastructure is a big part of that,” Minister Nash 
said. 
 
In June last year a fire destroyed most of the Waltzing Matilda Centre, delivering a 
tremendous blow to outback history, Federal Member for Maranoa David Littleproud said. 
 
“After the fire a multitude of volunteers – from locals to grey nomads passing through – all 
rolled up their sleeves to save countless objects,” Mr Littleproud said. 
 
“Ask any Australian to name an iconic national song and I’ll bet Waltzing Matilda will be the 
bush ballad they’ll hum so this funding is a true investment in preserving our history.  
 
“Winton’s Waltzing Matilda Centre didn’t just pay homage to poet AB ‘Banjo’ Paterson’s 
1895 ballad but also housed memorabilia and interactive displays, iconic to our nation. 
 
“Now Winton can rebuild as this funding will also provide an economic boost to Western 
Queensland, which has suffered greatly from prolonged drought. 
 
“Some 479 applications were lodged under Round Three and only the very best were 
successful so this is a real testament to the Winton community and council for their 
commitment to this project. 
 
“I commend the community of Winton and the Winton council and, in particular Mayor 
Butch Lenton, for their dedication and hard work in securing this vital funding.” 
 
A full list of successful Round Three National Stronger Regions Fund projects will be 
available on the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development’s website on 
Friday, October 7 at www.infrastructure.gov.au 

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
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