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THIS MONTH, the Federal Coalition Government announced funding towards fighting 
pests and weeds and a Farm Liaison Officer as we continue to help farmers in drought. 
  
Producers and graziers across drought-affected areas of Queensland will receive a further 
$9 million to help manage pest animals and weeds as part of the federal government’s 
response to the ongoing drought. Of the $9 million, $7 million will help fight against wild 
dogs and $2 million will be invested into weed management. 
  
Dog fencing is a state government responsibility yet the federal government has had to 
invest millions in dog fencing in Queensland to make up state government shortfalls. In 
their latest budget, the Queensland Labor Government also slashed pest and weed 
funding by half – right when farmers need it most. 
  
The Federal Government’s $9 million in funding is on top of our $50 million commitment in 
the Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper for established pests and weeds nation-
wide. As part of the White Paper, a further $25.8 million was allocated specifically for pest 
and weed management in drought-affected areas. 
  
In addition to the funding for pests and weeds, the Coalition Government will roll out more 
help for producers facing drought across Queensland, with a newly created Farm Liaison 
Officer role based in Longreach. The move follows frank conversations with drought 
affected producers during my recent drought tour with the Prime Minister in Maranoa. 
  
The Farm Liaison Officer will work to better connect farmers, businesses and communities 
to existing support measures. For example, the Farm Liaison Officer will help connect 
people with Rural Financial Counsellors, who help farmers apply for Farm Household 
Allowance. The position will run over two years as part of a pilot program thanks to 
$750,000 in federal funding. 
  
Since 2013, the Coalition Government has provided more than $1.3 billion in assistance 
measures to help producers and communities in drought and the Farm Household 
Allowance has helped more than 7900 recipients. The funding towards fighting pests and 
weeds and the Farm Liaison Officer will ensure our farming communities can generate 
their own wealth and build strong, healthy livelihoods. 
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